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We currently are in the midst of a series on the Gospel of John entitled A Beautiful Life.  Listed 
below are the prior sermons from this series.
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 I. Introduction

 II. Can You Get Into Heaven?

 III. The Only Way

NOTE:  

 So where did Old Testament saints 
go until heaven was opened to them by 
Jesus?  They were in a place called Sheol, 
which is also called Hades.  In Sheol we 
believe that there were two sides, one for 
those whose future would be with God in 
heaven and one for those whose future 
would be eternal separation from God in 
hell.  The “positive” side of Sheol is also 
referred to as Abraham’s Bosom (Luke 16).

 A couple of passages confirm that 
those living before Jesus’ crucifixion and 
resurrection were not allowed into heav-
en: First, there is the story of the witch of 
Endor calling up Samuel from the dead 
so that Saul could consult him (1 Samuel 
28).  Samuel is pictured as coming up out 
of the ground not from the skies where 
someone from heaven would come from 
or depart to (Acts 1).  Also, if Samuel were 
in heaven a witch could not bring him out 
of heaven (notice the assumed impossi-
bility of getting something out of heaven 
referred to in Deuteronomy 30:11-12).  
Samuel also says of Saul and his sons, 
“tomorrow you will be with me” (vs 19).  
Heaven is always described as a place 
where someone is with God, not where 
we would be with Samuel.  

 Second Jesus tells a story in Luke 
16 about a rich man and a man named 
Lazarus.  Lazarus is in a place called Abra-
ham’s bosom.  Although some think that 
Luke 16 is about heaven and hell, Jesus’ 
descriptions seem rather strange if that 
were the case.  First, Abraham appears to 
be running things in Luke 16 as opposed 
to God.  In heaven, all requests go to God.  
Second, while there is an unbreachable 
chasm between where the rich man is 
(the negative side of Sheol) and where 

Lazarus is (the positive side of Sheol), 
there is still conversation between the 
two.  There is no indication that in heaven 
there could be conversation with those in 
hell, even if someone wanted there to be.  
Therefore it seems more likely that Jesus 
is talking about Sheol/Hades and not 
heaven/hell.

 Third, when we read in Romans 
3:25-26 that God presented Jesus as a 
sacrifice of atonement which is available 
through faith in his blood, He did this “to 
demonstrate his justice, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins commit-
ted beforehand unpunished.”  These sins 
committed beforehand refer to the sins 
of Moses, Daniel, David, etc.  While they 
were accepted as part of the people of 
God, they were accepted on the basis of 
God’s forbearance, knowing that Christ 
would come to pay for their sins.  But 
until the cross their actual sins had not 
yet been paid for and therefore were not 
qualified for access to heaven. 

 These are some of the major reasons 
why we believe that those who having 
died as part of the people of God did not 
go to heaven until after Jesus’ death.  This 
just shows the power of sin – the wages 
of sin is death and the wages must be 
paid before anyone can receive the free 
gift of eternal life. 


