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HEY! 
One of the unique gifts of this season is the time God has given 
you to spend together as a family at home, sweet, home. Which 
is kind of cool, because even before all of this virus stuff hap-
pened, we felt God asking us to encourage you, as parents and 
guardians, to keep doing the incredibly important work of disci-
pling your students! It’s hard, holy work. And goodness, it takes a 
village (we’re so thankful we get to be a part of your village)! But 
there really is no program we could craft, Bible lesson we could 
share, or service project we could facilitate that is more import-
ant than discipleship that happens in your home.

Now for some of you, those words instill great panic. But don’t 
panic! On my desk, I keep definition of discipleship that says, 
“Discipleship is spending time with people & telling them about 
the Jesus you know. Cheering them on, praying for them, and 
loving them.”* I just love how simple, but powerful that is. As 
parents & caregivers, it is true that God has entrusted you with a 
huge calling. But it’s also true, he will help you do it. He hasn’t 
asked you to be perfect, He has asked you to be faithful. 

And to help support you on your mission to spend time with your 
students & tell them about the Jesus you know, we have created 
this family guide for the summer. Inside you’ll find family scaven-
ger hunts, tips for outdoor adventures, conversation starters, and 
other way to connect & make memories. Summer is too short! 
Let’s make the most of it. We really believe that time will allow 
for discipleship and spiritual growth in unexpected ways! 

As always, know we will be praying for you and cheering for you 
all summer long. Don’t forget to send us photos, along the way! 

See you soon, 
Sara Tindall
Pastoral Staff, Seventh & Eighth Grade

*It’s so old, I regrettably can’t remember the source. 



SCAVENGER 
HUNTS



SC
AV

EN
GE

R 
H

U
N

TS SCAVENGER HUNTS are a great way to be silly, and to 
make some memories as a family. We’ve created a variety 
of them, but feel free to create your own if you’re feeling 
fancy! Whatever you do, have fun and don’t forget to 
send us your photos (stindall@calvarygr.org). That way we 
can send you a fun, family prize for each scavenger hunt 
you complete!

GRAND RAPIDS SCAVENGER HUNT
Hop in the car, and take pictures of your family in the 
following Grand Rapids locations:

• At Calvary
• Cornerstone University Bell Tower
• PF Chang’s Horse 
• Robinette’s Giant Apple
• Gaslight Village Water Fountain
• Reeds Lake
• On the Blue Bridge
• Rosa Parks Circle
• Calder Plaza Sculpture, La Grand Vitesse
• A Mural - anywhere around town!

STRIKE A POSE SCAVENGER HUNT
Strike a pose & take a photo around town:

• Pose as mannequins in front of a store
• Pose as athletes on a sports field
• Pose as statues next to a statue
• Pose as dogs on a park 
• Pose as fisherman by water
• Pose as a teacher in front of a school
• Pose as birds in a tree
• Pose as celebrities in front of movie theater
• Pose as zombies in a line on the sidewalk
• Pose as a family in front of Calvary



FIVE SENSES NATURE SCAVENGER HUNT
Go for a walk or hike and locate & take photos of the 
following items:

SIGHT:
Find something purple
Find something heart shaped
Find five things that look alike
Find a spiderweb
Find an animal track
Find something yellow

SOUND:
Find something that snaps
Find something that crunches
Find something that trickles
Find an animal sound

TOUCH:
Find something rough
Find something smooth
Find a feather
Find something wet
Find something soft

SMELL:
Find a flower that smells good
Find something that smells bad

TASTE:
Find a plant a human could eat
Find a plant an animal could eat
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BUCKET LISTS are a great way to try new things, and 
squeeze in lots of summer fun! We’ve created a list, but 
feel free to create your own as a family. Just don’t forget 
to email us (stindall@calvarygr.org) and let us know when 
complete a list, so we can mail you a prize. Bonus: Send 
us photos, too - we love them!

Go to the beach (& bury someone in the sand!)
Read an entire book of the Bible
Mail a letter 
Roast marshmallows
Watch a sunset
Go on a nature walk
Wash the family car
Perform a random act of kindness
Visit a farmer’s market
Go swimming
Make a bird feeder
Make fresh lemonade
Go on a prayer walk
Attend a parade
Walk on a suspension bridge
Catch fireflies
Buy ice cream from an ice cream truck
See a sunrise
Make a homemade slip n’ slide
Bake cookies for a neighbor
Go fishing     
Buy something at a garage sale 
Fly a kite     
Watch fireworks 
Go on a scavenger hunt                      
Have a water balloon fight
Go on a picnic 
Camp in your own backyard   
Go TV/technology free for a day
Have a family game night  
Make a root beer floats                      
Have a dance party



CREATE YOUR OWN:

         SUMMER BUCKET LIST
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move your body & reduce stress, but to experience God’s 
presence in creation. If you visit one of these parks, 
email us a photo of your family (stindall@calvarygr.org) 
and we will email you a fun, family prize. 

Grand Ravines Park (Near GVSU)
9920 42nd Street
Not only is there an awesome suspension bridge that’s 
275 feet long and 70 feet high! This park also has plenty 
of trails going through deep woods and along the Grand 
River with amazing overlooks. Bonus, you can bring your 
dog! There is an unleashed and leashed dog area. 

Pickerel Lake Park (Rockford)
6001 Ramsdell Drive. NE
This park has a 900-foot boardwalk, that makes it 
feel liked you can walk across the whole lake (you can 
fish, too)! So, whether you want to enjoy a nice 45 
minute walk around the lake, filled with towering trees 
and wildlife (a large beaver house & more!). Or want 
to feel like you truly hiked, and decide to follow the 
trails that go all the way to the ski resort. You won’t be 
disappointed! 

Grand River Riverfront Park (Lowell)
11998 Fulton Street
Here you’ll find the country’s largest timber pedestrian 
bridge! It’s like climbing a giant dinosaur over the Grand 
River. There are also trails to walk, ball fields, pickle ball 
courts, gaga ball, disc golf & ice cream for sale nearby!

Cascade Peace Park (Ada)
8900 Grand River Dr SE
With trails on approximately 198 acres, this is a great 
park to explore. Dogs are welcome, but must be kept on 
a leash! 



Coolbough Natural Area (Newaygo)
S Hazelwood Ave
This woodsy natural area has 2.8 miles of trails and is 
good for all skill levels. You’ll find a small lake, shady 
wooded areas, fields, and even blooming prickly pear 
cacti that are native to the area. Part of the trail is open 
for horseback riding, so you might be lucky enough to 
see horses, too!

Provin Trails (Near Calvary)
2900 4 Mile Rd NE
Here you’ll find plenty of hilly trails to burn some 
energy. With only .8 miles of trails, you’ll never be far 
from the car, while also have plenty of areas to wander. 
There is even a sand dune! And if you own hammocks, 
bring them! There are some great trees to use to 
hangout and relax. 

A FEW TIPS FOR EXPLORING:

• Watch out for ticks! Be sure to wear appropriate 
socks & shoes, and be mindful when wandering 
through fields and brush. Don’t forget to do a tick 
check when you’re done exploring.

• Don’t forget to bring water, and to apply sunscreen & 
bug spray before you head out. 

• Leave no trace. Stay on marked trails, and don’t 
leave behind any evidence you were there (especially 
if you bring a picnic or snacks).

• Leave it better than you found it! As you walk, why 
not pack a bag to pick up any litter you come across?

• Looking for more? Download the AllTrails app for 
information (including maps) about many local 
trails. It’s a super helpful resource! PA
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SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS can feel intimidating. But 
what if we took off all the pressure of thinking we need to 
have all of the answers and to live perfectly before having 
them? Here are a few small, but significant ways to invite 
your students to have conversations with you:

• Practice asking each other, “Where have you seen 
God this week?” This past year we asked students 
to answer this question each week with a one word 
answer. It can be as simple as that, because the goals 
is to become people who are always on the lookout 
for God in everything from school to sunsets. Whether 
you do it at dinner or on the way to the beach, this is 
a great way to invite God into your conversations. You 
could even brainstorm a way to track your answers 
in a creative way. We posted our answers on post it 
notes on the wall, but the sky’s the limit! 

• Ask questions open ended questions about their faith 
and relationship with God:

• Have you ever felt close to God? When was it? 
Why do you think you felt close to him?

• Why do you think God wants us to go to church?
• Have you ever prayed about something & seen 

Gods answer? What was it?
• Are there any topics that you wish you knew 

more about what God and the Bible have to say 
about them? Why or why not? What are they? 

• Why do you think the Bible is important?
• How would you describe what Jesus is like to 

someone who doesn’t know much about him?
• Have you ever struggled to believe in God? Do 

you think other people struggle to believe in 
him, too? Why or why not?

• Do you think people know our family loves God? 
Why or why not?

• Do you feel comfortable talking about spiritual 
things with me? Why or why not?



• Sometimes the road to meaningful spiritual 
conversations is paved by ordinary conversations. 

• What was the easiest part of today? What was 
the hardest part of today?

• What bands have you been listening to lately? 
Play me their best song!

• What is the most embarrassing thing I do?
• Is there anything you’d like to learn to do?
• How would you describe your personality?
• What would you say were the most important 

moments of your life so far?
• Are there any quotes from movies, songs, or 

books that you’ve heard and really like?
• What was the funniest thing that happened 

today?

EMBRACE THE AWKWARDNESS
As you embrace having conversations with your stu-
dents, it’s probably going to feel awkward. Ask, listen 
and be interested in what they share (and be okay if 
they aren’t ready to share). Sometimes you’ll ask a 
question, and only hear crickets. Sometimes you won’t 
be able to shut them up. Sometimes they’ll try to push 
you away. Whatever happens, don’t give up! Try not to 
take how it goes personally, even when it hurts. It’s a 
roller coasting being in their bodies and minds during 
this time, and they need you to both keep pursuing 
them & to also give them space. 

Nonverbal Communication: Check your body posture and 
be approachable & open. Smile. Be relaxed. Nod your 
head as you listen. 

Verbal Communication: Ask open ended questions and 
follow up questions. Affirm them with non-judgmental 
responses. Convey acceptance. Don’t ask trick questions 
that might embarrass them. Express appreciation when 
they share and open up. CO
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opportunity to worship together and hear from God’s 
Word. That time together might feel routine, and even 
ineffective a times. But we want to assure you, that 
shared experience impacts your student’s faith and is 
important! Not only is God’s Word living and active and 
worship powerful, we really believe your students are 
discipled by seeing you engage with the service and live 
out your faith.

Again, we know that probably feels intimidating. But we 
want to shout from the rooftops - God hasn’t called you 
because you are perfect. He has called you to be faithful. 
To be a work in progress, and to share what you know 
about Him as He makes you more like Him. We know 
it’s a big calling. But the best news is, you do not do it 
alone. God will not leave you, and neither will we! 

We are praying for you, and are committed to doing a 
better job of providing you with resources and tools to 
use along the way. Which is why, this summer we have 
provided some questions for you to discuss as a family 
each week that are related to the topic or passage covered 
during Sunday’s service. Whether you plan to attend the 
service in person or keep tuning in online, we hope these 
questions will encourage your family!

And to help make it even better, we thought why not 
create a family tradition of it and enjoy ice cream 
sundaes together while you do it? SUNDAE SUNDAY! Get 
it? We know it’s sully, bu whatever you do, remember the 
goal is to have fun and to create space for intentional 
conversation. And don’t be afraid to modify it to best fit 
your family. Whether that means switching it to SALAD 
SUNDAY or SANDWICH SUNDAY, chatting while you 
walk to the ice cream shop, or only getting through one 
question - the sky’s the limit. Just give it a try, and invite 
God to show up!



JUNE 14 – DEVOTED
• What does it mean to you to be devoted to some-

thing (work, school, God)?
• What are some “good things” you are currently 

devoted to?
• What are some “not so good things” you may be 

devoted to?
• How do the things you are devoted to impact you 

and those around you?

JUNE 21 – PRODUCTIVE
• What does it look like for you, in your life, to be 

productive (work, school, spiritual walk)?
• God created us with a drive to work/produce/ac-

complish things. How do you feel when you ac-
complish something?

• Read Colossians 3:23. What words or phrases 
stick out you in this verse? What does this verse 
say about being productive?

• God tells us to do everything as if we are doing it 
for the Lord. What’s one thing you want to try to 
remember you’re doing for him?

JUNE 28 – MALACHI 1:1-5
• Read Malachi 1:2. It is so easy to feel like God 

doesn’t love us when bad things happen in our life. 
But God wants us to remember his love for us. Is 
there anything in life making it hard to believe God 
loves you right now?

• Between brothers Jacob and Esau, God chose the 
nation of Israel and the Messiah (Jesus) to come 
through the line (family) of Jacob. And Esau fa-
thered a different nation, the Edomites, who became 
one of Israel’s enemies. How does it make you feel 
when you see others being blessed by God? Are you 
happy for them, or are you upset that you are not the 
one being blessed? SU
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they often times turned away from God. But even so, 
God was constantly reminding them that He loved 
them. How have you seen God’s love in your life late-
ly?

• Has it ever been difficult for you to believe that God 
is for you? Has it ever been hard to believe that God 
is in control? 

JULY 5 – MALACHI 1:6-14
• In this passage we see God’s anger over the types of 

sacrifices His people are bringing to Him. Why do you 
think He was angry? 

• When we think about the word sacrifice, it typically 
implies a measure of difficulty. Sacrifice costs us 
something. Have you ever sacrificed something for 
God (money, comfort, time)? Was it easy or difficult?

• Why do you think the quality of our sacrifices to God 
is important? 

• What would be the hardest thing you could imagine 
God asking you to sacrifice? Do you think you’d be 
willing? Why or why not?

JULY 12 – MALACHI 2:1-9
• This passage warns priests (ministry leaders) to be 

honorable in their calling. Similarly, we are all called 
to honor God with whatever he has called us to do. 
What is one things you think God has called you to 
do right now? How can you seek to honor God in and 
through that calling?

• Read Malachi 2:4-6. In this passage, Levi is used as 
an example of uprightness. God often gives us exam-
ples to show us how to live. Who has God placed in 
your life that is a godly example for you? Who might 
God have placed in your life for you to be a godly 
example for?



• As followers of Jesus, it’s our job to be messengers 
of God in our world. People will be looking to us, and 
we must point them to Jesus. However, we can’t tell 
others about Jesus, if we don’t know much about 
Him. What are some ways that you are growing in 
your relationship with God? 

JULY 19 – MALACHI 2:10-16
• This passages teaches us about being faithful to one 

another, using marriage as an example. What does 
it mean to be faithful? What are some ways we can 
demonstrate our faithfulness to God?

• When is it the most difficult for you to remain faith-
ful to the God (school, online, with siblings)? Are 
there any boundaries you could set to help you 
remain faithful?

• What does it look like for us to be faithful to each 
other? What does it look like to be faithful in your 
friendships? 

JULY 26 - MALACHI 2:17-3:5
• This passages expresses how angry God can get 

when people twist his truth. Which happened a lot 
in Bible times, and it still happens a lot today. What 
are some of ways you’ve seen God’s truth twisted in 
the world?

• Have you ever felt like God does not care about all of 
the bad things that go on in our world? Or wondered  
why people seem to actually prosper in their wicked-
ness sometimes? 

• The truth is, God is in control and the injustice in 
our world saddens Him. He has not turned a blind 
eye to the wickedness that is happening. Read 
Romans 12:17-21. God will one day come to judge 
everyone, and we will all have to give an account of 
our lives. What are we called to do in the meantime?
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Him and turn from our evil ways. Who can we pray for 
as a family that we know has not turned God?

AUGUST 2 – MALACHI 3:6-12
• In this passage God shows that his patience is end-

less. Time and time again, God’s people turned from 
him and yet He was always willing to accept them 
back. How has this played out in your life? How have 
you experienced God’s patience?

• Here we also see Malachi urging the people to stop 
withholding their tithes, and to stop keeping from 
God what he deserved. Is their anything in your life 
or any part of your life that you aren’t giving fully to 
God?

• Everything we have is given to us from God. What are 
some of the ways God has blessed our family? 

AUGUST 9 – MALACHI 3:13-18
• Notice in verse 14 how the people of Israel respond 

to God, “What do we gain by carrying out his require-
ments?” Essentially they said to God, “what is in it 
for us if we serve you?” Have you ever felt that way?  

• It’s clear in this passage that the Israelite felt like the 
arrogant were being blessed and the evildoers were 
prospering. They wondered,if it would be better to be 
arrogant and to do evil. Have you ever felt that way? 
Have you looked around your school or at the world 
and wondered if it’d be better to just give into the 
pressure to join those who are doing bad things? Why 
is it important you remain faithful and fight against 
believing that to be true?

• In verse 16, we see that the Lord does is listening 
and sees us struggling. He knows ours hearts, He 
sees us put our faith into action, and we will be re-
warded for that. How can we encourage each other to 
keep fighting the good fight?



AUGUST 16 – MALACHI 4
• This passage is a picture of judgment. Thankful-

ly, if we are in right standing with the Lord, that is 
if we have “confessed with our mouths that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised 
him from the dead*,” verse 2 says that,“the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in it’s rays.” But 
the future looks very different for those who have 
turned away from the Lord and chosen their own evil 
desires. It says in verse 1, that they will “be stubble, 
and the day is coming that will set them on fire.” 
This is a heavy passage, but so important. If you ha-
ven’t had conversations about whether your student 
has accepted Jesus as their savior, this is a great 
time to talk about that. 

• Read *Romans 10:9. Have you placed your faith and 
trust in the only one who can save you from eternal 
death? Why or why not?

• Is there anyone we should be praying for as a family 
who doesn’t know Jesus as their savior?
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