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1. Pastor Tom starts the sermon by identifying places in which people gather to find comradery, to 
know people and be known. What kind of groups outside of the church are you involved in that 
give you a sense of comradery and friendship? 
 

2. Philippians 1:3 highlights Paul’s gratitude for his brothers and sisters in Christ. In what ways are 
you thankful for fellow believers here at Calvary and elsewhere around the world? Share 
relevant stories.   
 

3. Pastor Tom defined joy as a state of mind and an orientation of the heart that’s an established 
state of contentment, confidence, and hope. What’s the difference between joy as defined here 
and someone being “happy”? Can you experience joy in an unhappy situation? Share an 
example.   
 

4. In reference to Philippians 1:6, Pastor Tom shared a personal story about his 75-year-old 
professor and how he acknowledged that God has “stuck with him” as he’s molded and shaped 
him. What areas in your life has taken the longest for God to mold? Has it been long due to your 
unwillingness to allow him to mold you? What is he still shaping in you? 
 

5. In reference to Philippians 1:8, Pastor Tom pointed out that loving people is not always easy.  
What are some things that have helped you love people that are hard to love? In what ways 
have people and the church loved you in times you were difficult to love? What encouragement 
could you offer to those in your group who are struggling to love someone or are struggling to 
embrace someone’s love for them?   
 

6. The joy of the church is that we don’t navigate life alone. We have a community that can love, 
encourage, and pray with us no matter the season of life. Share testimonies and prayer requests 
with one another and spend time praising God for his provision. Close by praying for the needs 
of your fellow group members. 

 
 


